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WEATHER

After abundant precipitation since the

first of the year, this week the State

experienced little or no rainfall.

Minima temperatures on the mornings

of the 14th and 15th brought frost or

freeze. At the beginning of the week day-

time temperatures were 4 to ii degrees

below normal warming to ii to 20 degrees

above normal.

c ps
Farmers made tremendous progress on

fieldwork last week and are new ahead of

normal in planting row crops. For the week

ending Friday, 7 days were suitable for

fieldwork. A few reports have been received

of farmers running out of fuel. However,

only limited, localized fuel shortages

occurred during last week's heavy usage

but farmers are paying higher prices for

fuel and in some cases are restricted to

deliveries of 100 gallons.

Fieldwork consisted mostly of preparing

seedbeds; planting corn, soybeans, and grain

sorghum; applying fertilizer and herbicides;

and breaking crusts so seeded crops could

emerge. Other farm work consisted of brand-

ing calves and moving cattle to ranges and

pasture, working su_Bner fallow land, cutting

alfalfa, and irrigating.

Over 3 million acres of corn were

planted last week. Based on reports from

County Agents, corn planting has advanced

to 80% complete, cremated with 50% a year

earlier and 74% for normal. Some early

seeded corn is up.

Total past week .......... 00

Total since April 1 ..... 3.20

Normal since April 1 .... 3.45

Week Ending 5/21/73

Soybean planting is 21% complete,

compared with 9% a year ago and 19% for

normal. Grain sorghum is lq% planted,

while 10% was complete a year earlier and

normal of 24%.

Rain is needed for germination of row

crops and to soften soil surfaces for em-

ergence of germinated seeds. S_ planting

of row crops is being delayed where top-

soils are so dry that seeds will not germ-

inate. Reports on topsoil moisture supplies

Friday indicate 54% of counties are ade-

quate and 46% short while subsoil moisture

was 90% adequate and 10% surplus. Freez-

ing temperatures OCCurred early in the week

but damage was limited.

Sugar beet planting is about completed

and early plantings are up to excellent

stands. Late planted beets need moisture

to germinate. Growers are ready to begin

thinning beets.

Winter wheat condition continues

generally good to fair. Reports on condi-

tion indicate 6% of counties are excellent,

74% good and 20% fair. Wheat is close to

heading in southern areas.

Alfalfa hay condition continues mostly

good to excellent with 84% reporting good

and 12% excellent. Wild hay is also good

to excellent with 87% reporting good and

13% excellent. First cutting of alfalfa

for dehydrators has begun.

LIVESTOCK

Range and pasture condition continues

above average. Supplemental hay feeding is

virtually over for this feeding season.
All feedlots are now dry for the first

time in many months.

Precipitation, April 1 - May 18, 1973

NW NC NE CEN EC SW SC SE

.00 .00 .00 .00 .00 .00 .00

2.70 3.00 2.80 4.80 3.20 3.90 6.10

3.87 4.25 4.13 4.37 3.65 4.15 4.77
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